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POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY
 PRACTICES AND DILEMMAS OF  

INDEPENDENT POLICE COMPLAINTS 
BODIES AND POLICE CONTROL

CONFERENCE OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT 
“POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY:  
TOWARDS INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS“

In times of expanding police powers as well as increa-
sing discussions about legitimacy and problems within 
the police, the question of police accountability and 
control becomes vital.  
How is police accountability organised? How are poli-
ce complaints bodies dealing with complaints? What 
are their objectives? What powers do they have and 
how independent are they? How well are they known 
to the public? How do they function in relation to other 
police accountability mechanisms? After three years 
of international, comparative research we present our 
findings on independent police complaint bodies in an 
international conference and discuss these key questi-
ons together with experts, practitioners and the public. 
This three-year project compared independent police 
complaints bodies (IPCBs) across five countries: Cana-
da, France, Germany, Japan and the UK. Its findings 
are based on a comparative analysis drawing on over 
200 interviews conducted with key stakeholders across 
the project countries, public surveys conducted in four 
countries and extensive inter-disciplinary research ref-
lecting the broad expertise of the project members 
across law, criminology, political science, history and 
sociology. 

THE PROJECT HAS BEEN FUNDED BY:

19.06. & 20.06.2024
 
GOETHE-UNIVERSITY
CAMPUS WESTEND 
BUILDING „NORMATIVE ORDNUNGEN“ 
MAX HORKHEIMER STR. 2 
60323 FRANKFURT AM MAIN

The conference will be interactive with 
opportunities for discussion and will take 
place as ConTrust Praxisforum.
We kindly ask you to register before 
31st May 2024 via email to  
Police.Accountability@hwr-berlin.de 

  

Wednesday, 19.06.2024

17.00 – 18.00  Registration and Snacks

18.00 – 18.15  Welcome

     Prof. Dr. Tobias Singelnstein (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main),    
     Prof. Dr. Hartmut Aden (Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht Berlin)

18.15 – 20.00  Panel I: Survey Findings on IPCBs and their Work
     Prof. Dr. Marc Alain (Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières),  Marie-Theres   
     Piening (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main), Dr. Jérémie Gauthier    
     (University of Strasbourg)

20.00 – 21.00  Reception

Thursday, 20.06.2024 

08.30 – 9.00  Registration and Coffee

9.00 – 10.45  Panel II: Objectives and Independence
     Prof. Dr. Hartmut Aden (Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht Berlin), Dr. Anja  
     Johansen (University of Dundee), Dr. Clare Torrible (University of Bristol)

10.45 – 11.15  Coffee break

11.15 – 13.00  Panel III: Powers and Parallel Perspectives
     Dr. Genevieve Lennon (University of Strathclyde), Dr. Christian Mouhanna   
     (CESDIP), Prof. Dr. Tobias Singelnstein (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main), 
     Prof. Dr. Michael Rowe (Northumbria University)

13.00 – 14.00  Lunch break

14.00 – 15.45  Panel IV: IPCBs: What have they done? What can they do?
     Uli Grötsch (Polizeibeauftragter des Bundes), Marie Anderson  
     (Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland), Representative of the Police    
     Accountability-Project

15.45 – 16.15  Wrap up & Farewell

     Prof. Dr. Tobias Singelnstein (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main),  
     Prof. Dr. Hartmut Aden (Hochschule für Wirtschaft und Recht Berlin)


